
The AGM of the Guild will be over the weekend of 4th - 6th July and
will be based in West Yorkshire, centred on Leeds.

Friday night - local practice night details on page 2.

Saturday:
Itinerary as follows:

Trains depart Leeds 09:22 / 09:37, arriving at Bramley 09:29 / 09:44
10:00 - 10:45 Ringing at Bramley (St.Peter) 8, 12-0-15 F # - SE245351

Train departs Bramley 11:15 - arrive Bradford Interchange 11:28

12:00 - 12:45 Ringing at Bradford Cathedral (St Peter) 12, 25-2-21 D - SE167333
Train departs Bradford Forster Square 13:11 - arrive Saltaire 13:21

13:30 - 14:00 Ringing at Saltaire (Congregational) 6, 4-0-0 Db–SE139381
Train departs Saltaire 14:21 - arrive Keighley 14:31

Keighley & Worth Valley Railway train departs Keighley 14:45 - arrive Haworth 15:05
15:30 - 16:15 Ringing at Haworth ( St Michael & All Angels) 6, 10-3-16 G# - SE030372

Keighley & Worth Valley Railway train departs Haworth 16:35 - arrive Oxenhope 16:40

Keighley & Worth Valley Railway train departs Oxenhope 17:00 - arrive Keighley 17:25
17:45 - 18:15 - AGM - Keighley station.
Return trains to Leeds departs 18:29, 18:38, 19:01, 19:31, 20:01, 20:16, 20:31, 20:47,
21:01, 21:31, 22:01. Journey time approximately 30 minutes.

Sunday:

Itinerary as follows:
09:00 - 09:30 Ringing at Hunsl et (St.Mary the Virgin) 8, 18-1-9 E - SE311314

Walk to the Middleton Railway
11:00 - Guided tour of the loco shed and station area.

You are then free to enjoy the railway and the model railway exhibition and depart when
you like!
Full details of mainline train services to and from Leeds can be obtained from National Rail
Enquiries on 08457 484950 or:
www.nationalrail.co.uk

Accommodation information can be obtained from:
Yorkshire tourist information centre on 01904 707961

Alternatively, visit their website at: www.yorkshire.com

Or the Leeds website at: www.leeds-uk.com
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2008 SUBSCRIPTIONS
2008 subscriptions are now due and a white renewal form is enclosed with this newsletter if you have not already paid.

If you still owe subs for 2007, you will find a double 2007/8 renewal form with your Wheeltapper rather than the single w hite form.

If no form is enclosed, then you are one of the efficient ones who have already paid me!

Subs can be sent in the post to the Sec retary or can be paid in person at the AGM in West Yorkshire.

As you are aware, subs have been at £5.00 for adults and £2.50 for juniors / OAPs for some years now and it was again agreed at the
AGM that they will continue at this rate for this year as well. As normal, if you are paying by c heque, please make sure that cheques
are made payable to   “The Railway Industries Association of Church Bell Ringers”  rather than the “Railway Guild” or “ Guild 
of Railway Ringers” - It makes paying them into the account so much easier if made out correctly! Thanks for your help!

Tony Manktelow - Secretary
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Friday night practices in the West/North Yorkshire area are as follows:

Ackworth (SE440181); Badsworth (SE463150); Batley (SE241245); Bradshaw (SE076298); Brighouse (SE143232); Calverley
(SE208372); Felkirk (SE387126); Chapel Allerton (SE303374); New Mill (SE166087); Harrogate (SE302554); Settle (SD820639).

Be aware that Guiseley normally practice on a Friday, but are currently not ringing due to tower maintenance work.

More information can be found on the Yorkshire Association website: www.yacr.org.uk

More information on the Keighley and Worth Valley Railway can be found on their website at:

www.kwvr.co.uk

Alternative Sunday morning ringing:

Leeds RC Cathedral ring between 10:20 and 11:00;

Leeds Parish Church ring between 09:45 and 10:30

However, please make sure we have enough to ring at Hunslet!  I don’t want to end up with no ringers, as we have 
specifically requested Hunslet and we are ringing for Sunday service (they don’t normally do that)!!!!!

The Middleton Railway:

The rostered locomotive should be Manning, Wardle & Co. 1601 "Matthew Murry". First t rain is 11.00 and again every 40 mins until
16.20. The weekend also coincides with a model railway show, with various layouts in different gauges.

Ticket prices for the event are £5.50 for adults and hot and cold food, snacks and drinks are available. Tickets give unlimited train
travel.

Now for the special bit...

The Middleton Railway have organised a guide to be available to show our group around the workshops. Work and numbers permit-
ting, the guide may be able to take small groups trackside in the yard to see any stored locomotives people may wish to see. Normally
this is not encouraged, but they have cleared it with the traffic manager and their chairman, but groups of no more than 5 at a time will
be allowed trackside with the guide. If anyone is interested, a new stockbook will also be available that weekend.

If we have any budding photographers in our party (or people who want to get up early) who wish to photograph the locomotive being
lit up and prepared in the morning on shed they may do so. Light up time is 7.30, but any time after 8am would be best. There will
only be a few people on site, but if anyone wants to see it they are more than welcome. If you could let Tony Manktelow know if any-
one wishes to in advance, that would be preferable so the railway know how many to expect.

More information on the Middleton Railway can be found on their website at:

www.middletonrailway.org.uk

AGM - WEST YORKSHIRE - USEFUL INFO



DRAFT MINUTES FROM 2007 AGM
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The 2007 AGM of the Guild was held in the Hastings area on the weekend of Friday 5th July through to Sunday 7th July and included a
visit to various railway seaside attractions!

Friday evening ringing was arranged at Bexhill, but attendance was low and unfortunately, we were unable to ring all ten bells. The
subject of a specific Friday night tower needs to be considered if the weekend format of AGMs is to be repeated.

The majority of Saturday ringing was concentrated on Hastings town centre churches, accessed by a combination of bus and foot, with
an evening train ride out to Battle for the last tower of the day.

Ringing itinerary as follows:

Ringing at HASTINGS (Blacklands) Christ Church, 8 Bells, 20-3-0 0930 - 1015;

Ringing at HASTINGS St Clements, 8 Bells, 15-0-0 Ground Floor 1115–1200;

Ringing at HASTINGS All Saints, 8 Bells, 12-2-0 1400-1445;

Ringing at ST LEONARDS Chris Church, 8 Bells, 20-0-0 1545 - 1630;

Ringing at BATTLE St Mary the Virgin, 8 Bells, 21-3-0 1715 - 1800.

The AGM was held in the main body of All Saints church.

Apologies for absence were received from:Ken Baker; Paul Marshall; Jean Marshall; Kath Crowe; Dave Hawkins; Tony Skilton; Alan
Nichols; Jon Potter; Gerry Bacon; Russell Maiden; Sue Maiden; Chris Mew; Ann Mew; Peter Rayner; Liz Rayner; Heather Rayner;
Matthew Rayner; Denis Crowe; Alyson Kerr.

There were no known deceased members reported.

The minutes from the 2006 AGM were read and agreed.

The financial statement for 2007 was proposed by Peter Munday and seconded by Robin Winckworth

No rules changes were proposed:

The following Officers were elected en-block–proposed Sue Bassett; seconded Gavin Bennett: Chair:Chris Bassett: Sec/Treas: Tony
Manktelow: Examiner: David Wilkinson.

2 new member was formally elected: proposed Tony Manktelow; seconded martin Boult: Ian Smith (Luton); Tony Crabtree
(Shrivenham).

Tony Manktelow proposed subscriptions rates remain at £5.00 full, £2.50 concessionary; seconded Gavin Bennett. Gavin did also
point out that since rules changes at the 2006 AGM, this item no longer needs to be an agenda item!

The following future meetings were agreed en block–proposed Tony Manktelow, seconded Chris Bassett:

26th April 2008: GRR Spring tour to Northampton (organised by Tony Manktelow);

4th/5th/6th July 2008: GRR AGM West Riding of Yorkshire, Leeds & the Middleton Railway (organised by Tony Manktelow);

20th September 2008: GRR Autumn tour to South Devon, including Kingswear, Dartmouth & Totnes. (organised by Chris Hutchin-
son)

Easter 2009 (date to be confirmed): GRR Welsh Highland Railway event (organised by Tony Manktelow & Martin Boult)

The following items of other business were discussed: Public L iability Insurance: Chris Bassett re jected the need for a Guild policy;

The Guild bank account is to change name from ‘The Railway Industries Association of Church Bell Ringers’to‘The Guild of Railway Ringers’ 
–Tony Manktelow & Chris Bassett to arrange; A register of potential peal ringers was discussed. The issue is to be raised in Wheel-
tapper; A volunteer Webmaster has been identified (Jon Potter). He will progress a draft website; The issue of Guild merchandise was
discussed but members rejected the idea.

A vote of thanks was given to Chris Bassett for organising the AGM and to the churches for allowing us to ring. Special thanks to All
Saints for housing the AGM in their c hurch.

The meeting was then formally c losed.

Sunday service ringing was notified to those members staying overnight in the a rea.



THE FLYING SCOTSMAN - AN EXCUSE FOR A PEAL ?
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Chris Mew has sort of volunteered to co-ordinate a Guild peal some time this year, so I will forward all indications of inter-
est to him! If you have not already expressed an interest and wish to do so, please either let me know or contact Chris Mew
direct.

Tony Manktelow.

REVIEW OF THE GUILD’S SPRING MEETING IN NORTHAMPTON

The weather forecasters predicted that Saturday 26th April would be the warmest day of
2008 so far and it certainly turned out that way when the Railway Guild visited North-
ampton. The ringers met from all over the country to ring on the 8 bells of St Peters.
The bells being in the care of the Churches conservation trust.

As all the towers were in close proximity the best mode of trans-
port was to walk between them so it was off to ring on the 8
bells at Holy Sepulchre. Throughout the day the ringing was to a
high standard with rounds and call changes to touches of triples and major. The ringing then con-
tinued on the 10 at St Giles before everyone dispersed to various pubs and cafes for lunch.

The group then made their way to West Hunsbury on the south
side of Northampton by service bus. It was originally planned
to visit the Ironstone Railway and Museum but unfortunately
this was closed. By good fortune the next tower, St Benedict,
being opposite the museum was opened up early for us and

good use was made of the very pleasant and light ring of bells. It was rather disconcert-
ing when it came to set the bells as they are fitted with spring steel stays, so when the
bells are set they are very “spongy” on the stay.

Next followed a bit of a logistic nightmare for the organiser, our secretary Tony Manktelow,
as group of ringers, which had actually reduced to about 21 ringers by now, required transport
to the recently rehung and augmented ring of 6 at SS Peter & Paul Abington situated to the
north of the town. Tony had managed to arrange three cars and a taxi for the ringers and the
journey then went well.  These 6 bells are most splendid in their tone and “go”.
After thanking Tony for a most spl endid day with very professional and seamless organisation
the ringers made their way various ways home.

Chris Bassett.

Members at Abington church, Northampton:

Left to Right (Back Row) Tony Skilton,
Anne Munday, Tony Manktelow, Gavin
Bennett, Robert Lane, Sue Bassett, Gerry
Bacon, Martin Boult.

(Middle Row) Ken Baker, Michael Mankte-
low, Peter Munday, Helen Manktelow, Sue
Marsden, David Pobjoy, Jean Marshall.

(Front Row) Peter Rayner, Chris Bassett,
Christopher Manktelow, Colin Johnson,
Robin Winckworth., Paul Marshall.

Missing from the photo (having left earlier in
the day)–Chris Mew, Richard Casserley,
Bob Wright, Godfrey Croughton, Richard
Hartnell.
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Editor’s note:  Please note that the Guild of Railway Ringers does not have a stand at the Ringing Roadshow.  The event is 
being promoted on behalf of the Central Council of Church Bell Ringers. That said, I suspect that many of you will go and
have a very good time. Maybe one or two of you could take pictures and even write a small report for inclusion in Wheel-
tapper? It would be nice to be able to report back on the event for the benefit of those who could not attend. TM.



AUTUMN 2008 TOUR TO DEVON - 20TH SEPTEMBER 2008

The Autumn tour sees us return to the
West Country on another of Chris Hut-
chinson’s tours, this time based around the 
River Dart and including some steam
somewhere during the day! There will be
a sel ection of tower s through the day, the
possibility of some river cruising (subject
to availability and tides, etc.) and the dis-
tinct possibility of some steam trains on
one of the steam railways in the area.
There is still a lot to arrange for this trip
and it’s early days.  We’ll keep you posted 
in future issues of Wheeltapper. Those of
you who were on the Welshpool trip
know that you are in for a good time if
you come along to this tour! Put the date
in your diary now!
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SPRING 2009 TOUR TO WELSH HIGHLAND RAILWAY - DATE - TBC 2009

The spring 2009 tour is provisionally destined to be in Wales. A proposal was made to visit the ever expanding and almost
complete (it will be by the time we go in Spring 2009) Welsh Highland Railway. This is a chance to spend a weekend in
spectacular scenery in Snowdonia National Park, riding on the newest narrow gauge railway in the world (that coinciden-
tally is attached to the oldest narrow gauge railway in the world - the Festiniog).
We can spend time riding on both railways, visiting the sheds and loco works, oh, and ringing at the odd tower as well.
Plans are very sketchy at the moment, but remember that it is going to happen in Spring 2009. The actual date will be
decided at the AGM in West Yorkshire in July, so if you want to influence when this meeting takes place, make sure that
you are at the AGM and putting your opinion across!
The dates will be advertised in the Autumn Wheeltapper and details of the tour will be leaked in subsequent issues of
Wheeltapper. Full details will be in the Spring 2009 issue.
If you have any specific requests for towers on this tour or if you have any suggestions about itineraries or things that need
to be included, let me know. Also, if you have any useful contacts, please put me in touch with them - thanks.

As you know, we have already highlighted Wales and the Welsh Highland Railway as a potential venue for the Spring 2009
meeting of the Guild.

Between now and the AGM, you might like to give some thought to other potential venues for 2009 meetings. In particu-
lar, the AGM and the Autumn meeting.
I’m conscious that we have not been to the North East for some time.  We have never had a meeting in Scotland!  Tony 
Godber keeps suggesting we come to Australia! There are lots of other parts of the UK that we have not been to, so get
your thoughts together and be prepared to suggest some decent venues at the AGM this year.

As a starter - one member recently suggested a tour based on Durham, maybe taking in that pub that has a ring of bells in it
and also, by chance, has room for an AGM to be held! - It’s also close to some decent railway attractions and has some de-
cent bells around it as well - sounds ideal, but can you come up with any other ideas?  Remember, we’re not restricted to 
the traditional meeting dates - you can arrange an additional event if you want to!
The Mid-Hants would be nice, as would the North Norfolk. What about other preserved railways—or maybe some more
trams? - Think about it and make some suggestions.

GIVE SOME THOUGHT TO 2009 VENUES FOR GRR MEETINGS
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FIRST EVER GUILD OF RAILWAY RINGERS QUIZ! - WIN A COPY OF THE PITMAN BOOK !
Win yourself a copy of ‘An Unassuming Genius’ by entering our competition!  Just answer as many of the following 10 ques-
tions as you can. The member with the highest number of correct answer s will win the book. In the event of more than one
member having the highest score, the winner will be drawn from a hat, by the Secretary, at the AGM in West Yorkshire.
Answers on a postcard please or by email to the Secretary (address on the back page of this Wheeltapper). Entries must have
been received by the Secretary no later than 23:59 on 3rd July 2008.  Only members can enter and the Secretary’s decision is 
final! So far no entries have been received, so you stand a good chance of winning if you enter!!!!!

Question1: In what year did Jack Pitman join the railway?

Question 2: What method was Jack Pitman’s first peal?

Question 3: In what year did Jack Pitman publish his first composition of
Grandsire triples?

Question 4: On what model railway layout would
you expect to find this bell?

Question 5: This pub has a milepost outside it.
Name the pub and its location!

Question 6: Which Region was the last to win the old
BRSA Railway Guild striking competition?

Question 7: Which bells are on the move in this picture?

Question 8: Where are the old BRSA Railway Guild artefacts stored?
Question 9: In which city was

this photograph taken?
Question 10: At which church (town &
dedication) was a peal of 5040 Evening
Star Delight Minor rung to mark the
completion of the last steam locomotive
to be built by British Railways?



Email us at:

grrsecretary@aol.com

Two more bottles this issue! This time from the superb Humpty
Dumpty Brewery in Reedham, Norfolk:

WHEELTAPPER BY EMAIL

A growing number of members now receive their Wheeltapper
by email.

If you want to join them, please email the Secretary:

grrsecretary@aol.com
Please note though that the Wheeltapper does tend to be a big
pdf file and can be very slow downloading if you don’t have a 
broadband connection.

Give it a go and if you can’t get on with it, we can always revert 
to postal delivery via Royal Mail.
If you do subscribe by email, remember to tell the Secretary of
any email address changes!

Guild Secretary
19 BullClose

Bozeat
Northamptonshire

NN29 7LR

Phone: 01933665113
Fax: 01933 663846

Mobile: 07771 612321
E-mail: grrsecretary@aol.com

THE GUILD OF RAILWAY
RINGERS

4th/5th/6th July 2008:

GRR AGM West Riding of Yorkshire, Leeds & the Middle-
ton Railway

5th/6th September 2008:

2008 Central Council Ringing Roadshow, Stoneleigh Park,
Warwickshire.

20th September 2008:

GRR Autumn tour to South Devon, including Kingswear,
Dartmouth & Totnes.

Spring 2009 (date to be confirmed):

GRR Welsh Highland Railway event - look out for more
details in future issues of Wheeltapper.

Please note that other events can and may be held in addi-
tion to these dates. Please feel free to volunteer to arrange
a tour!

Details should be sent to the Secretary for inclusion in
Wheeltapper.

All Guild events are also advertised in The Ringing World.

Tony Manktelow - Secretary

GUILD DIARY—MAKE A RECORD OF
THE DATES

MORE RAILWAY BEER !

Golden Gorse - a
lovely light
golden beer with
a wonderful Mid-
land and Great
Northern loco on
its label!

Porter - exactly
what it says on
bottle! With a
grand picture of a
porter at
Reedham station
on its label!

The Secretary also
had a grand pint of
Humpty Dumpty’s 
‘Little Sharpie’ bitter 
in a pub in Wey-
bourne as well. A
lovely light bitter
pulled by hand-
pump. Full of fla-
vour of excellent
body. The pump
handle label had a
wonderful picture of
a little Sharp-Stewart
loco.


